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Preface

Global warming is arguably the defining scientific issue of modern times, but it is not widely
appreciated that the foundations of our understanding are almost two centuries old. The sensi-
tivity of climate to changes in atmospheric CO, was first estimated about one century ago, and
the rise in atmospheric CO, concentration was discovered half a century ago. The fundamentals
of the science underlying the forecast for human-induced climate change were being published
and debated long before it started to appear in the newspapers.

The aim of this book is to gather together the classic scientific papers that are the scientific
foundation for the forecast of global warming and its consequences. These are not necessarily the
latest in the state of play; there can be subsequent quantitative revision. But these papers are the
big ideas. Some of the good old good ones can be heavy going, it must be admitt——
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